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A Rant On The Education Of Women In 
America 

By Heather Jenkins 

Try and think back into your past 
as far as you can. Can you remember 
first grade? Can you remember that first 
day as you waited in your new outfit and 
best shoes at the bus stop for that big 
yellow school bus to came and whisk 
you away from all that you knew? 
Chances are you can. School is a huge 
part of most people's lives and has an 
immeasurable impact on us, whether we 
realize it or not. 

Now try and think about every 
teacher you've ever had. Remember 
each homeroom teacher as well as your 
specialty teachers such as your drama, 
art and music teachers. Now answer this- 
how many of those teachers were 
female? Teaching has often been seen as 
a women's profession. This trend seems 
to be changing a bit however as more 
and more undergraduate and graduate 
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necessarily poor behavior but rather just 
young boys acting their age. Yet as far 
as the teacher is concerned the young 
girls, who are often drawn to their 
teachers because they are women- 
surrogate mothers if you will, are the 
role models for the boys to follow. It is 
common to hear a teacher saying 
"Johnny why don't you act more like 
Suzie? She's being quiet and doing her 
work. She raises her hand when she 
wants to answer instead of calling out." 
This constant comparison to the girls and 
often an inability to fulfill the teacher's 
expectations makes the boys become 
either more likely to act out or makes 
them more withdrawn. This can lead to 
their becoming defensive and resistant to 
participating in class at all. 

By the time students reach 
middle school (6-8 lh grade) the boys are 
lick of being held up to the standard of 
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affuuiiL Li1 „, 
Up until middle school the girls 
were m control. They were bigger, called m 
on more often and "better behaved" so ffi 
they often seemed to be more liked by 
teachers and other adults m the school 
But during middle school the roles seem 
to reverse. The girls are learning about 

their bodies changing and inevitably ""^ 
what they are supposed to do with them 
A lot of sexist propaganda is being 
thrown at girls all the time through TV 
movies, popular girls magazines and 
other various sources. Girls are being 
told that they are supposed to be 
beautiful and try their best to catch a 
guy. In order to do this it seems they 
must leam to be quiet, demure and look 
cute. This leads a lot of girls to stop 
actively participating in the classroom 
They will also often act stupid even 
though they know the answer solely for 
the attention of the opposite sex. J see 
this m my classroom all the time. 
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'hemrheyshouTd t S b C ; e r e " S 
'ofb Ifi , ltheirro|esas h 4 1 ;^es t an I n g 

become more bold and daring /„ the 
classroom. After years of being ol, 
'hey slart to notice that they arfnTh 

compared to the eirls Jv bemg 

t h„ - i s anv more and fhif 

'he prls aren't talking as mi.rh , 
nerd ,„ ti- ■ s much as thev 

used to. Th ls lets the boys becnm, 

'nvolved than they were befn I JT* 
high school n.nyUs^er ^ 
Parttcpated in early m.ddle school are 
active in their classes. This doesn't mean 

they become stellar students- that's 
fodrndual success that is measured 

dfferently. But the girls on the other 

" ery we " ,n Tath and science in 
elementary and early middle school by 

ofteTu e stt y T aChh,8hSCh00,the ^- 

tntere Mn rt ~> *&* W ,0tal,v ,os '"8 
merest ,n these subjects. They don't ask 

'he questtons they need to in middle 
school and therefore often ge, frustrated 
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spiyB siqi 31ua\ I IBqi uosbsj sqi si siqi 

puc ii isuibSb iqgij ubo 3M ma spiepims 

IBioos psuiEiSui jo sjbsX jo sp3Jpunq jo 

sjiUITtt jqndod puB mjaj jo J3A\od aip 

qiiA\ apduJOD i;ubo sm -iinBj s t J3qoE3i ^ 

3UJ I1B LUSI H 3UI }SfUX 1U3U1U0J1AU3 

\ooqDS f ui 8111*10* usjpiup ^^ 

p 3 AJ3Sq0 J3A3U 3AEq V™ l°°H 0S * U ! _ 

U3 3q i3A3U A lS noiAqo 3AEq ^doad 3S*P 

«, ACS 01 3AB M PPOM I IBqi 01 U3ddEq 

! upinOM Buiqi jo pupi siqi sjiwpms ^ 
- ' miM P3A10AU1 3ioiu a»M Asqi ji IBqi 

PUB XlioMJOO Sqof JPIP §U10p 1.U30B X3qi 

rem SUB3UI XjsnoiAqo sim WQ S U * ES ^^ 
sa3U0B3i 3 M i uo siqi 3UiB iq Xipsiqnopun -W 

? U 1M 3(d03d 3U10 S 1U3U13A31H^ 

uo wnsswd qSnous jou puB [njimBsq 
aq oi U3U10M 3unoX uo sj nsssad. 
qonui oi jbj s;nd jjiis Xaspos mo 
T H T *-s3.mss3Jd fEioos oi snp s]|p|S ajbsssosu 

JO 10] B UO lUO SUISSIUI 3JE U3UI0AA. 

**1 8unoX 'jooqos qSnojqi pjJOM (B3J sqii 
joj psuiBJi Sutsq 3JE Usui SunoX 3|iqM 
inqi si 3J3q uisiqojd JofBiu sqi i f mil 
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3J0U1 3[liq B spBUi joiABqsq J3q U3qx 
•paAOUi ussq pBq ibss jsq iBq; issdn 
sbm puB Xoq 3qi uo qsmo e pBq piS ^ 
aqi iBqi ssejo Xui ui Suissnosip S[X& oa\i 
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I teach because I have to. When I 
see the state that our schools are in I 
know I can't do anything else except for 
teach. Our kids are being Jet down daily 
by a system that is supposed to be lifting 
them up, helping them become well- 
rounded, able adults. But it doesn't do 
that all the time. No, not every student is 
suffering. Not every female student is 
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when they aren't doing as well, .u 
want to and so they fen Zh i Z ' hey 
mm n fA y " be hmd. This ii 

part of the reason why many peonle 
suggest that boys and girls ourf^ fc 
separated during adole! nee fn °h , 
beeause.it raises test scores forfel 
sexes. Thus we have smgle se c to,s 
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falling behind. But in my opinion one 
student through the cracks is one too 
many. 

It is our responsibility as 
informed, active, intelligent young 
women to help the next generation of 
women succeed. Regardless of what wasaa 
done (or not done) for us we must help 
those who come after us. Women have 
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suffered faTSol^niloliop here 

Education is not a gift bestowed upon 
*e lucky- ,t ,s a necessity for survfval. ^^ 
If you re interested in helping out ^ 

fi o°flfte hat r? ™'* h3S hZ L*..., 
»ay of after school programs and see if "** 

you can help. Ifthere aren't any try 
1 starting your own. Many communities 

have centers for the youth in their 
I com ™n"ies as well. Many of these 

Places often need help w,,h programs. 
Inisisntevergoingtobeapaid 
Position bu, the rewards are there- and 
. let me tell you- they're wonderful Get 
involved. 
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